Hospital Librarian Resources

Book

Holst. Ruth. The Medical Library Association guide to managing health care libraries. Neal-Schuman Publishers, Inc., New York, 2000. ISBN:1-55570-397-6 The sixteen chapters cover topics including planning and marketing, quality improvement, finances, human resources, space planning, the one-person library, and information for patients and consumers.

NNLM: Basic Medical Library Management/Administration

http://nnlm.gov/rsdd/management/admin.html  “First steps” is for librarians new to medical librarianship. ”Databases and internet sites” and “Information” contain many useful links.

http://nnlm.gov/ner/services/hosp_lib_toolkits.html  There is an orientation toolkit among others.

Collection development

http://www.doodyenterprises.com/MedicalLibraries  Subscription service for book reviews.  Medical librarians can become reviewers.

Accrediting body

http://www.jointcommission.org Most hospitals are accredited by “The Joint.”  Whether or not the library is surveyed depends upon the survey team.
National Library of Medicine (NLM)

http://www.nlm.nih.gov   There is a link for librarians.  This site may not be used much.  Products of NLM will be.  

National Network/Libraries of Medicine Greater Midwest Region

http://nnlm.gov/gmr Go to the “consortia” list to find contact information for one nearby.  Groups vary from networking via email or lunch to more active. The newsletter is The Cornflower blog.  There is information on grants.

Blogs and Wikis
There are so many one cannot read them all.  For starters, take a look at these.

http://davidrothman.net  “exploring medical librarianship and web geekery” He is a hospital librarian in New York.  The blog has lists of medical librarianship blogs and medical wikis among many other things. He frequently posts to MEDLIB-L.

http://www.kraftylibrarian.com “every medical librarian needs a bag of tricks”. Blogger Michelle Kraft was the 2007-2008 president of OHSLA.  

http://opls.blogspot.com  “not just for OPLs any more—a blog for librarians in smaller libraries. . .” by Judith Siess, editor of OPL:  the One-Person Library.  The newsletter may cease publication in April 2009.  This blog is not limited to medical librarianship.

http://liswiki.org/wiki/Medlib_Blogs  Use this to locate other blogs by medical librarians, about medical librarianship, or by professional associations.

http://mla-hls.wikispaces.com  Hospital Library Section of Medical Library Association wiki with many useful resources.

Document Delivery

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/docline This is a must. There are regular, rush and urgent patient care delivery options.   

Subscription agencies  Several to investigate.

http://www.basch.com Basch Subscriptions

http://www2.ebsco.com EBSCO Information Services

http://www.swets.com   Swets 

Book vendors  Several to investigate.  The hospital may have a discount through VHA or other purchasing group with one of the vendors.

http://www.majors.com J. A. Majors Company

http://www.matthewsbooks.com  Matthews Book Company

http://www.rittenhouse.com  Rittenhouse Book Distributors

Professional associations

http://www.ohslanet.org Ohio Health Sciences Library Association meets in Columbus in the spring.  The location of the fall meeting varies.  The spring always has continuing education.  The fall meeting does sometimes.  See the “Useful links.”  

http://www.midwestmla.org Midwest Chapter/Medical Library Association has an annual fall meeting.  In 2008 it is in Troy, Michigan.  The 2009 one will be in Columbus.

http://www.mlanet.org Medical Library Association has a spring annual meeting.  Libraries can participate in benchmarking.  Librarians can become members of the Academy of Health Information Professionals (AHIP) at several levels.  The Journal of the Medical Library Association (JMLA) published Standards for Hospital Libraries in the April issue.  It is available free in PubMed Central

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?tool=pubmed&pubmedid=18379675
Hospital Libraries section http://www.hls.mlanet.org  One of many sections one can join when purchasing MLA membership.  Newsletter, marketing resources and much more useful information to help with the job.

Discussion groups

LISTSERV@LIST.UVM.EDU Subscribe MEDLIB-L first name last name.  A very helpful international group of librarians who discuss professional issues, ask for help with search strategies, or locating materials when DOCLINE fails.

lyris@lists.sla.org Subscribe SLA-DSOL email address. SOLOLIB-L.  Similar to the above but not limited to medical libraries.  Membership in SLA not required.

